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A 


SERMON. 


- JONAH iii. 4. /atter part. 


YET FORTY DAYS AND NINEVEH SHALL BE 
OVERTHROWN, 


* 


TINEVEH, we are informed, was an 


exceeding great city—the wickedneſs of 
its inhabitants came up before God — and 


Jonah was ſent, by divine command, to 
cry againſt it, and denounce its overthrow. 
We are moreover told, that when the pro- 


phet entered the city, and began to foretel its 
deſtruction, he people believed God, proclaimed 
a faſt, covered themſelves with fackeheth, and 
fat in aſhes. 
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453 1 
THERE is not, perhaps, any part of ſacred 
hiſtory that is more applicable to the preſent 
ſtate of our own country, than that to which 
my text belongs. I have therefore choſen it 
for the ſubje& of our meditation, this day, as 
it affords us, at once, a moſt awful inſtance of 


the denunciation of God's diſpleaſure at the 


fins of a people : : and a wonderful proof of 


his forgiveneſs, if they turn Jrom their evil 


way, and from the wiplence that is in their 
hands. 


AND firſt it ſhall be my endeavour to point 


out ſome of the particulars, in which we may 
be juſtly compared to Nineveb. - 


DuRING a period of more than a thouſand 


years, Nmeveh, the capital of the Af/yriar 
empire, extended her conqueſts and her 


commerce over the eaſt. The beauty, the 
wealth, the magnificence of this city had 


long attracted the notice of ſtrangers, and 


flattered the pride of her citizens. Secure at 


* 


home 
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home and formidable abroad, her empire, as 
it was founded the firſt, ſeemed, to all human 
appearance, deſtined to remain the laft, 
Long too has Britain fat as a queen among 
the nations. She too has carried her com- 
merce not over the eaſt only, but every 
country, every clime has been explored by her 
fleets; and the riches of the earth brought 


home to her ports. Long has ſhe attracted the 


admiration and excited the envy of the world. 


Her empire too had ſeemed to bid defiance 
to the machinations of pretended friends, and 
to the malice of open enemies. But Nineveh, 
amid all her bleſſings, forgot the Author of 
them. In the days of her proſperity ' ſhe 
rebelled againſt Heaven, and impiouſly pro- 


voked the diſpleaſure: of the moſt High. In 


vain did ſhe truſt to her bulwarks : in vain 


did ſhe hope to reſiſt the arm of Omnipo- 
tence. Her deſtruction was decreed in 
Heaven: and Jonah was ſent to cry againſt 


her,, and declare her approaching ruin. 
And has not Britain too forgotten the all- 
. | B 2 boun- 


_ 


at tirnes; to enquire, Whether the alarming 
ſentence may not ere long be pronounced 


($3 

bounteous ſource whence her bleflings flow ? 
Has not ſhe, in the days of her proſperity; 
forgotten Him, who alone /endeths proſperity? 
Shall ſhe then hope to eſcape the juſt judg- 
ments of an offended God? And is there no 
warning voice ſent to caution her 20 flee from 


rhe wrath to come? Yes, my countrymen, 


the preſent times admoniſh us in language 
ſtrong and forcible as that of the prophet 
ſent from God. The Chriſtian, attentive to 
the fogns of the times, traces the hand of Pro- 
videnee now directing the affairs of mankind 
to ſome awful criſis. He ſeems to hear the 
voice of Ged himſelf in the events around 


him; and with profound reverenee is ready, 


yet forty days und THS oUr Nineveh Cena be 
overthrown. 


TERRIFIED at tlie dreadful denunciation of 
the prophet, and at once convinced of God's 
Juſtice and their own 1 the Nine vites 

did 


65 
did not pauſe to queſtion, or preſume to 
doubt, the authenticity of Jonah's miſſion. 
They did not ſeek to exculpate themſelves, 


and charge the calamities with which they 
were threatened to the miſconduct of their 


rulers. No; they inſtantly proclaimed à feſt. 
The decree of the king and his nobles com- 
manded, that neither man nor beaſt ſhauld eat 


bread or drink water, but ſhould cry mightily 


unto God, Under circumſtances at once 


ſimilar, and equally alarming, we too .are 
called together, this day, by the wiſdom and 


piety of our king and his counſellors,” © to 


faſt and humble ourſelves before Almighty 
God, that we may obtain pardon of our fins, 


and avert thoſe heavy judgments, which our 


manifold provocations have moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved.” | 


In order to promote this pious and ſalutary 
purpoſe, permit me, in the ſecond place, 
briefly to ſuggeſt ſome of the ſignal favors, 


which God has from time to time ned 
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upon us: that in proportion as we diſcover 


the goodneſs of God manifeſted in our behalf, 
the more truly afflicted we may be under a 
ſenſe of his diſpleaſure. And theſe I ſhall 


conſider, as they — our ſpiritual and 


civil concerns. 


Brok the Chriſtian Religion was eſtab- 


liſhed in this iſland, the inhabitants, like the 
other nations, who had not been bleſſed with 
a revelation of the true God, were ſunk in a 


groſs and barbarous ſuperſtition, which 


taught them to conciliate the favor, or avert 


the anger, of their deities, by the ſacrifice of 
human victims . But when they had em- 
braced the beneficent doctrines of the goſpel, 
like the other converts to Chriſtianity, they 


exchanged the ſavage habits of a ſtate of 


nature, for the humane, the amiable manners 


of the followers of Chriſt. In proportion as 
the pure religion of Jeſus influenced the 


* Vide Henry's Hiſtory of Great Britain, Vol, I. 
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C7 ) 
minds, and guided the conduct of our ance- 
ſtors, ſo did their moral, their ſocial, their 
political ſtate amend and improve. But when 
the precepts of Chriſt gave way to the in- 
junctions of man; when the letter, not the 
ſpirit, of the goſpel was attended to, and en- 
forced; and the ways of righteouſneſs per- 
verted into ways of gain, thick clouds of 
darkneſs overwhelmed the face of our iſland. 
At length, by the labours of the reformers of 


our religion, the ſun of the goſpel of Chriſt 
again ſhone forth in meridian ſplendour, — 
we truſt, with the favor of Heaven, to ſet no 


m re. 


BiessED be God we now poſſeſs a religion 
pure in its principles, and plain in its precepts. 
What gratitude do we owe our forefathers, 


who ventured; at the expenſe of their lives, 


to ſtem the torrent of religious corruption. 
Let us not forget, that there was a time when 


the ſcaffolds ſtreamed with blood, and the 
flames raged to purify the religion we profeſs. 
SY Let 


1 
Let us call to mind the ſufferings of the 
young and the old of both ſexes, in defence 
of that religion, which ſome among us would 
reject and deſpiſe. We have been ſo long 
accuſtomed, through the bleſſing of Heaven, 
to worſhip the God of our fathers in peace 
and ſecurity, that we are apt to overlook the 


price at which this invaluable privilege was 


purchaſed. Let us then, while we comme 


morate the fortitude of our forefathers under 
affliction, perſecution, and death, for the.croſs 
of Chriſt, look up with gratitude to our 


Almighty Father, who enabled them. to 
ſuffer for our benefit, and tranſmit to us a 


religion pure as the ſource from which it 


ſprings ;—the greateſt, the beſt bleſſing we 


enjoy. 


Non are we leſs indebted to our heavenly 


Father for the happineſs we derive, as mem- 

bers of ſociety, from the equal protection and 

ſecurity afforded us by the conſtitution of the 
government under which we live. 


LET 


- i He" 4632 = Aer . ; | — 12 


* 
* 
* 
TL 
© 
- 
= 
1. 
5 
4 
j 
+ 
+ 
= 


9 
Lr any one read the hiſtory of this 


kingdom during thoſe periods, when the 


natives, haraſſed by ſucceſſive invaſions, 
either fell a prey to the fury of their invaders, 
or were driven to ſeek ſafety on barren 
mountains and inhoſpitable deſerts. Let 
him trace the outlines of a ſyſtem, eſtabliſhed 
at the Conqueſt, which, however humiliating 
and galling to its immediate objects, called 
forth the glorious exertions that marked the 
conduct, and ſnhould immortalize the memory. 
of our anceſtors in the cauſe of rational 


liberty. Let him view our civil liberty from 


its birth, in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, and obſerve its flow yet gradual 
progreſs, amidſt the foreign and domeſtic 
broils which rent our iſland and deluged her 


. plains with blood, till, at length, after the 
ſtruggles of the laſt century, it was ſettled and 
ſecured on a firm and ſolid foundation. 


Let any one, I ſay, contemplate this goodly 


_ fabric—this boaſt—this bulwark of Britons ; ; 
founded in civil demmotzon, reared in adver- 


ſity, 
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ſity, and cemented with blood: and if his 
heart overflow not with gratitude to God and 
reſpect for the memory of his anceſtors, he 
muſt be deſtitute of thoſe feelings, which 
moſt ennoble man, and moſt exalt him in the 


ſeale of beings. 


THESE are the benefits, theſe the mercies 


we derive from Heaven: but have we proved 
ourſelves deſerving of them? Has the uſe 
we have made of a pure religion and rational 
liberty correſponded with the intentions of 


our anceſtors? Have the inhabitants of this 


hitherto highly-favored iſle been diſtinguiſhed 


for piety and due ſubmiſſion to the laws? 

Have they lived up to the precepts of the 
religion they profeſs ? Have they acted con- 
formably to the dictates of that liberty, which 
they pretend to idolize? Have not many, 
too many I fear, teſtified by their a&ons, that 


they believe, what the fool only /a:4 in his 


heart, There is no God? And do not ſome, 


under the ſpecious and plauſible pretext. of 


reform+ 
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reforming our condition and equalizing our 


rights, entertain, and with an effrontery 
equalled only by the malevolence of their in- 
tentions, publiſh ſentiments ſubverſive of all 


ſocial order, and deſtructive of every bleſſing, 


which the goodneſs of God and the exertions 


- of our forefathers had tranſmitted to us? 


Are there not ſome, who would exchange 
that conſtitution for which our anceſtors bled, 
and under which our fathers lived happy and 
ſecure, for the wild and viſionary theories of 
our pretended Reformers? It remained for 


the wiſdom of this age, to call in queſtion all 


they could not fully comprehend: and becauſe 


they could not explain the dealings of God 
with man, at once to deny His authority and 


revile His holy word. It remained too for 


the candour of our Reformers, when they 


found their ſchemes fruſtrated by the ſalutary 
laws of their country, and the wiſe precautions 
of our rulers, craftily to vilify and traduce a 
conſtitution, the beſt, perhaps, which legiſ- 
lators ever framed: and, could they ſucceed 

in 


— ———— — ri «VD — — ð ðir̃ðr — ̃E . — OS OO — — — ᷑Tæß— - 


— — 


— — - 


1a 
in throwing off the reſpect and obedience it 
claims from reaſon and duty, they would 
ſubſtitute in its place their own crude ſyſtems 


of liberty and equality, which, as far as experi- 


ence has ſhewn, have ended, indeed, in 
liberty to plunder and murder with impunity, 
and produced only equality of miſery and 
diſtreſs. 


WouLD theſe Reformers of mankind 


prove their ſincerity by beginning with 
themſelves, ſome credit would be due, at 


leaſt, to the purity of their intentions. 
Would every man, before he undertakes the 
arduous taſk of reforming the world, look 
to himſelf, and root out any ſeeds of 


. vanity, of malignity, of ambition that may 


lurk in his own breaſt, the work of reforma- 


tion would be leſs wanted and more prac- 
ticable. But when we ſee men, whoſe lives 
and writings tend to weaken the ſanctions and 


| looſen the obligations of all laws vane and 


human, erecting themſelves into judges to 


try 
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try the merits and inveſtigate the myſteries of 
our holy religion—when we ſee ſuch men 
preſuming to amend or alter a conſtitution, 
| which the wiſdom of ages planned and the 
| teſtimony of ages has proved to be moſt 
beneficial—when we ſee them holding out 
| to the iniſinformed, the indolent, the depraved 
| part of the community, the deluſive hopes of 
bettering their circumſtances by refiſtance to 
| what they term oppreſſion — is it not our 
| duty, as men, as chriſtians, to ſuſpect the in- 
tegrity of their profeſſions, and by every 


means to guard againſt their machinations? 


To obtain the affiſtance of Heaven in 

oppoſing the principles of ſuch men, we 

have this day, in common with our Chriſtian 

brethren throughout the realm, put up our 

ſolemn prayers to Almighty God. We have 
ptoſtrated ourſelves before Thee, O Lord, | 
in earneſt prayer and ſupplication in behalf of | 
ourſelves/and other Chriftian nations expoſed, | 
at this time, to the cruelty, or groaning under | 
the 


„„ 
the oppreſſion of Apoſtates from Thy truth, 
and Deſpiſers of Thy holy Name We have 


praiſed Thee for paſt, and implored future 


bleſſings on our ſovereign And we have“ 
moreover, prayed, that the ſcarcity and 
dearth, which we ſuffer for our iniquity, 
may be mercifully turned into plenty and 
cheapneſs.“ 


Ox each of theſe petitions I ſhall make 
ſome obſervations : and firſt we have im- 


plored deliverance from the horr ors of war. 


ANp here let us not loſe our time in un- 


profitable diſputes, whether the preſent war | 
was at firſt offenſive or defenſive, juſt and 


neceſſary, or wanton and unprovoked. Our 
rulers, who doubtleſs were better acquainted 
with the. views and deſigns of our enemies 
than any of us can poſſibly be, deemed the 
war expedient : and ſurely it cannot be their 
intereſt or with, wilfully and unneceſſarily to 


ir volve the nation in the horrors of war. 
Never, 
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Never, perhaps, was a war begun under cir- 
cumſtances more awful, and teeming with 
more important conſequences to the Chri/tian 
world in particular, and to mankind at large, 


than the preſent. A great and powerful 


people, long goaded by the iron rod of Deſ- 


potiſm, were ſeen breaking their chains and 


in an inſtant burſting, as they imagined, into 
liberty. Strangers to the ſweets of true 
freedom, and ignorant of its juſt bounds, 


Humanity, while ſhe drew a veil over the 


firſt exceſſes of their enthuſiaſm, rejoiced in 


the hope of their deliverance ; and Britain, 
who had long poſſeſſed what France, then, 


appeared likely to acquire, cordially ſympa- 


thized in the proſpect of. her emancipation. 


Happy had it been for France had ſhe known 


properly to prize the jewel! But when her 
boaſted liberty, inſtead of gratitude to God, 
and bleſſings to her country, proved at once 


a ſource of impieties to Him, and of miſery 


to herſelf and the world around. a When, 


having diſſolved the ties of morality and 
; religion 
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religion; murdered her king, and abjured her 
God, ſhe had exerciſed on her victims cruel- 
ties unparalleled in the hiſtory of nations. 
When ſhe attempted to kindle the flames of 
civil diſcord in other countries, by diffuſing 
thoſe principles of licentiouſneſs, of diſſoy- 
alty, of irreligion, which had occaſioned ſuch 
lamentable exceſſes in her own unhappy 
land—could Britain tamely ſit ſtill and fee 
her laws, her liberties, her religion fall a-prey 
to the machinations of Her frantic foes? 
Was ſhe to be an unconcerned ſpectator of 


the havoc and deſtruction with which theſe 
mercileſs invaders threatened the nations of 


the earth? No; we ſhould have been guilty 
of ingratitude to God and to our country, had 


we not armed in defence of our deareſt and 


beſt rights —in defence of whatever con- 


tributes to ſolace and adorn ſocial life. We 


waged not war to extend our territories; to 


gratify our pride or reſentment. We took 


arms in defence of our country, our laws, and 
dur religion. And if it has pleaſed God in 


his 
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his wiſdom to prolong the conteſt; and for 
the puniſhment of our ſins to oblige us to 
expend more blood and treaſure in this moſt. 
important of all wars, let us, in humble 
adoration of the Supreme Diſpoſer of events, 
ſubmit and ſay, Thy will be done. 
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Ir it be aſked, What have we obtained by. 
the conflict? I hefitate not to anſwer, We 
have obtained the object for which we armed: 
and we truſt we ſhall, through the goodneſs. 
of. God, ſecure the. continuance of "i SRI We. 
have hitherto, by the bleſſing of Heaven and. 
the bravery of our fleets and armies, repelled, 
the attacks of the enemy. And if we have. 
not been victorious on all occaſions, we have. 
gained our firſt object; we have ſaved our. 
country from the deſtruction that, hovered. 
over-it. But for our exertions, under Provi- 

dence, our iſland ere now, perhaps, had been 
a prey to anarchy and civil war her rich and 
fertile provinces a dreary waſte her inhabi- 
tants, robbed of their property and torn from 

C the 
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the bafom of their families, bleeding on 
ſdaffolds, or compelled to fight the battles of 
their frantic invaders—in a word, our houſes 
had deen deſolate; our churches — of 
reins ! | 


AnD ſhall we not raiſe our voices in 
thankſpiving to the throne of God for theſe 
unſpeakable mercies? Shall we fhut our 
eyes en this wonderful diſplay of Almighty 
goodneſs ? Shall we, inſenfible of the hor- 
rors of war, becauſe happily placed at a diſ- 
tance from the roar of cannon and the fury 
of battle, ceaſe to pour forth our grateful 
praifes to the God of Heaven for having kept 
theſe evils far from us? If we are not 
engaged in fighting the battles of our country 
[ and rifquing our lives in her cauſe, let us, 
| while purſuing our occupations in ſecurity, 
fir from thoſe ſcenes of rapine and bloodſhed 
which at this moment disfigure a part of 
if nk often call” to wind the dangers we 


have 
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have eſcaped, the mercies we have obtained, 
the happineſs we enjoy. 


BuT how muſt we be ſhocked, in common 
with our fellow-countrymen, when we hear 
of wretches, loſt to every ſenſe of humanity, 
of juſtice, of every principle of moral and 
religious obligation, daring to aſſail the life of 
our gracious Sovereign? How muſt we 
feel, when we fee our King, at once the 
parent of his country and the pattern of eyery 
virtue, exemplary as a prince, amiable as a 
man, expoſed to the fury of a lawleſs rabble? 
How can we hope that the Lord of Hoſts 
will fight our battles, and crown our abours 
with ſucceſs, when there are ſome among us 
who would violate our laws, frample under 
foot our religion, and by ſhaking that 
PILLAR on which the entire fabric is ſup- 
ported, involve the whole in one tremendous 
ruin! Let us put up our prayers to Al 
mighty God, that He would guard our 


Sovereign againſt ſecret conſpiracy and open 


C2 violence: 
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violence: that He would be pleaſed to turn 


the hearts of thoſe men who wantonly ſought 
his life; that they may repent of their ways 
before they fill up the meaſure of their 
iniquity.“ 


Ix addition to the common evils of war, 
it - hath -pleaſed the Almighty to withhold 
from us that ſupply of ſome of the neceſſaries 
of life, which has uſually been ſo amply and 
'abundantly fufniſhed to us. On this im- 
portant ſubject let us endeavour to entertain 
Tight notions. Let us not be eager to impute 
the dearth, we feel and lament, to the avarice 
of one ſet of men, or the knavery of another. 
Let us not be forward to charge it to the 


account of the war, or to any one cauſe in 


particular. It is, perhaps, were it neceſſary 
to trace its origin, the reſult of a concurrence 
of circumſtances which no human prudence 
could foreſee — no human power prevent. 
It is, however, an evil we ſuffer not only with 
the country at large, but. with a conſiderable 
Lal | ; part 
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part of Europe; and as ſuch let us bear up 
againſt it with the fortitude of Britons; 


with the confidence of Chriſtians. Long 


nurſed in the lap of proſperity, our cup and 
the cup of our fathers had overflowed with 
the good things of the land: in theſe days it 
is a hard matter to eat our bread ſparingly, 
and to ſeek ſuſtenance from thoſe fruits of 


the earth, of which, however, let us be 


thankful, God in His mercy hath ſent ample 


ſupplies. But do we, who live in a Chriſ- 
tian country and profeſs chriſtianity, want to 
be told, that ourſelves and our affairs are 
under the guidance of an Almighty Power, 
who knoweth our neceflities before we 
aſk and our ignorance in aſking?” Let us 
ceaſe then to murmur at the diſpenſations of 
Heaven. Let us rather, ſhould our wants 
increaſe, redouble our exertions. Let us not 
waſte our precious time in idleneſs, in riots, 
in deſtroying the fruits of the earth; and in- 
creaſing, by our criminal miſconduct, the 
very evils we complain of, and which we 

had 
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had fooliſhly thought to remove. Let the 
rich continue their bounties to the indigent. 
Let them ever be diſpoſed to deliver the poor 
that ecrieth, and the fatherleſs, and him that 
bath none to help him ; and the bleſſing of him 
that was ready to periſh ſhall come upon them. 
Let the poor on their part be thankful to 
Heaven for the comforts they derive from 
the liberality of the rich. Let them behave 
themſelves lowly and reverently 'to their 
ſuperiors; diligently and faithfully do their 
« duty in that ſtate of life unto which it 
hath pleaſed God to call them.” And Sleſſed 
gre the poor in ſpirit — bleſſed are the poor, 
who, with patience and reſignation to the will 
of God, cheerfully and conſcientiouſly do 
their duty here — for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven. 


( 23 ) 

' To. conclude. When we trace the re- 
ſemblance between Nineveh and. our native 
land: when we conſider the many and valu- 
able. bleflings which reſult from our civil and 
religious eſtabliſhments : when we recolle&t. 
the dangers which threaten them, from the 
efforts of our enemies at home and abroad: 
when we reflect on the ungrateful returns we 
have made to God for all his benefits do we 
not ſeem to hear a warning voice, calling on us 
to repent and deprecate the judgments of 
God that are now abroad in the earth? Have 
we not too much reaſon to fear, that the awful 
ſentence may go forth— Yet forty days and 
THIS OUR Nineveh ſhall be overthrown ! 


WovurD to Heaven the reſemblance be- 
tween Nineveb and ourſelves may hold 
throughout! After the ſolemn and dreadful 
threatening of the prophet, we are informed, 
that 7he King and the nobles, the rich and the 
poor, covered themſelves with ſackcloth and cried 
mightily unto God. And God jaw their works, 

2 that 


” fn * 
* 


7 * 
*. 


1 
5 
* 
ed 


* 


* FL, 


* 
1 


1 


' 


* 


a4 


oy 


y 


nt? Let us humble R 
throne of graces and, 


ſeech Him to pardon our iniquities—to give 
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ce and Plenty to ourſelves 
Amen. Amen! 
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char they turned from: their evil may; ani Obi 
. repented of the evil u be bad ſaid that be 
would do unto them,” and be d it nat. Let us | 
then, one and all, cry: mightily unto God. 
Who can: tell if God will nurn and repent, and 
turn away from tus; fierce anger that we. periſh 
nat“ Let us humble ourſelves before the 
throne of grace; and, lamenting our ſins and- 
acknowledging our wretchedneſs, implore the 
protection of Almighty God upon our 
6 „ country. « Let us earneſtly and devoutly be- 
? ſeech Him to pardon our iniquities to give 
| ſucceſs to our arms. to reſtore: and perpetuate. 
| the bleflings of Peace and Plenty to ourſelves 
£ and our lateſt poſterity y. Amen. Amen | 
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